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ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Vol. XIX. December io, 1858. No. 2. 


Dr. Lee, V.P., in the Chair. 

. The Rev. Adam Storey Farrer, Oxford ; 

Wm, Pearce Poole, Esq., Trinity College, Dublin; and 
Thomas Slater, Esq., 136 Euston Road, 

were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 


The Astronomische Nachrichten . 

It may be well to mention for the information of such of 
the Fellows of the Society as may contemplate subscribing to 
this valuable periodical, that a new volume (the fiftieth) will 
shortly commence. The price per volume is fifteen shillings, 
payable in advance. Two volumes are generally published in 
the course of a year. Gentlemen desirous of subscribing are 
requested to send an intimation to that effect to Mr. Williams, 
Assistant-Secretary of the Society. 


Letter from Mr . Maclear to the Astronomer Royal. 

“ I herewith send the observations made on D’Arrest’s 
comet. By the same post I forward a copy of them to M. Vil- 
larceau of the Paris Observatory, who wrote to me respecting 
them. 

“ It was a very faint object, partly owing, perhaps, to the 
line of sight being through the Kloop that separates the Lion’s 
Head from the Table Mountain. When I detected it all light 
had been excluded from the equatoreal room for some fifteen 
minutes, otherwise perhaps it might have escaped; and when 
occasionally I looked during the series of observations after¬ 
wards, the image was never brighter than at first. Making due 
allowance for the low altitude, and the direction along the north 
edge of the Table Mountain cap, my impression is, that in the 
search for it hereafter the object-glass should not be less than 
six or seven inches.” 
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46 Mr. Maclear , i?.^. N.P.D. of D'Arrest's Comet. 

Underneath are the observations referred to in the foregoing 
letter:— 


Right Ascensions and North Polar Distances of D'Arrest's 
Comet observed at the Royal Observatory , Cape of Good 
Hope. By T. Maclear, Esq. 
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The comet’s places are corrected for refraction, but not for parallax, 
p and 7 are the parallax corrections in seconds of time and arc respectively; 
and P is the horizontal parallax* 

The foregoing observations were made by Mr. Mann with the 8|-feet 
equatoreal, to which was attached a position micrometer with stout silver 
wires. Power 90. 

The comet appeared to be a very faint nebulous body subtending a 
diameter of about 1'^; and was observed generally under very unfavourable 
circumstances, owing to its low altitude (from 8° to 16 0 ), and the continued 
interruption caused by drifting clouds from the Table Mountain. 

1857 - 

Dec. 5. The two observations made this evening are very rough. 

7. Much annoyed by cloud ; the observations uncertain. 
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48 Mr. Maclear , Mean R.A. and N.P.D. of the Stars 

Dec. 9. A few glimpses only obtainable through cloud ; the observations 
very doubtful. 

14. Much interrupted by cloud. 

15. Cirrous haze in the west; the comet barely visible when taking 

the second set of transits. 

20. Clear and calm, but the moonlight nearly obliterates the comet; 

it is detected with great difficulty- 

21. Clear, but the comet barely visible, owing to moonlight. 

22. Clouded; the few observations obtained this evening are very 

indifferent. 

24. The faintest trace of the comet visible; after the last observation 
it was no longer seen. 

1858. 

Jan. 4. The comet is now remarkably faint, but the atmospheric circum¬ 
stances are favourable, and the observations on the whole 
* satisfactory. 

5. Violent S. wind, the chronometer beat heard with difficulty; the 
second set of transits doubtful; further observations imprac¬ 
ticable. 

7. Much annoyed by cloud ; the comet barely visible when the 
. N.P.D. measures were taken. 

10. The comet almost too faint for work; the second set of differ¬ 
ences in R.A. very doubtful. 

12 to 18. The comet of the last degree of faintness, and the observa- 
. tions in consequence very difficult. 

Royal Observatory , Cape of Good Hope , 

Oct. 6, 1858.” 


Mean R.A. and N.P.D. of the Stars compared with D’Arres?s 
Comet , 1857, 1858, and Apparent Places for the Day of 
Observation. By T. Maclear, Esq. 
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